Introduced by Council Member Dennis and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Becton, K. Brown, R Gaffney and Hazouri:



ORDINANCE 2017-695-
AN ORDINANCE WAIVING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF SECTION 320.409, (CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS AND BUILDING CODES, GENERAL PROVISIONS, SCHEDULE OF PERMIT FEES) ORDINANCE CODE, FOR CITY RELATED PERMITTING FEES TO WAIVE BUILDING INSPECTION DIVISION FEES IN CONNECTION WITH PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR ROOF CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIRS ON EXISTING STRUCTURES DAMAGED BY HURRICANE IRMA; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the winds, rain and flooding associated with Hurricane Irma impacted a significant number or structures in Jacksonville, resulting in millions of dollars of expenses to the owners of those buildings; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to assist in the swift repair of those impacted buildings to preserve and protect properties and their contents from exposure to the elements, to remove loose or dangerous structural and construction elements that may become dangerous wind-born hazards in the event of future storms and which could develop into blighting and unsightly conditions on surrounding properties and neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, the City has the authority to waive permit application fees for construction projects on properties in the City; and

WHEREAS, a temporary waiver of roofing permit fees would further the public health, safety and welfare for property owners of Hurricane Irma-impacted structures and properties in close proximity to such properties; and 

WHEREAS, a temporary waiver of roofing permit fees limited to the months of October, November and December 2017 would incentivize property owners to quickly repair damage associated with Hurricane Irma and accomplish the important public policy considerations noted above; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
 
Section 320.409 (Constructions Regulations and Building Codes, General Provisions, Schedule of Permit Fees), Ordinance Code Waived.  The City hereby waives the provisions of Section 320.409, Ordinance Code, for any City-imposed permit fees related to roof construction and repairs of existing structures damaged by Hurricane Irma. 

Section 2.

Verification of Permit Application Association with Hurricane Irma Damage.  The Building Inspection Division shall develop a policy to confirm with the applicant and shall note on the permit application that the work associated with the permit application is to repair or replace roofing elements or materials on existing structures which were caused by or necessitated by Hurricane Irma.


Section  3.
Requesting One Cycle Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. One cycle emergency passage of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that hurricane damaged structures will need to be repaired at the earliest opportunity, and this legislation will incentivize property owners to quickly begin those repairs.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

/s/ Jason R. Teal___________________ 
Office of General Counsel
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